
Special City Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 29, 2020

5:30 p.m.



 Process and Timeline

 Position overview

Questions & Answers/Discussion/Direction



 Per State Code - 372.13(2):

“A vacancy in an elective city office during a term of office shall be filled, at 
the council's option, by one of the two following procedures”:

1. City Council Appointment

2. Special Election

 Replacement to complete current term (ends December 31, 2021)
 15 months remaining 



 If by City Council appointment:

 Determination must be done within 60 days of vacancy (by November 21, 2020)

 Council must publish a Notice of Intent to Appoint no less than four days nor more 
than 20 days from the date of appointment. 

 Council may make the appointment to fill the vacancy four days after the Notice is 
published.



 If by Special Election:

 Determination must be done within 90 days of vacancy (by December 21, 2020)

 Conducted by County Auditor

 Per County Auditor
 Estimated cost - $10,000
 Estimated date of election – Tuesday, March 9, 2021
 Estimated date of results – Tuesday, March 16, 2021

 Special Election may also take place if petition filed within 14 days of 
publication of Notice of Intent or within 14 days of appointment



 Chapter 15 of City Code addresses position of Mayor

 Chapter 15 is based upon Iowa Code Chapter 372 

 Chapter 15 of City Code establishes:
 Term of Office (15.01)
 Powers and Duties (15.02)
 Appointments (15.03)
 Compensation (15.04)
 Voting (15.05)



 Term of Office (15.01)
 Four years

 Powers and Duties (15.02) 
 Runs City Council meeting
 Proclamation of Emergency
 Vetos
 Executes documents



 Appointments (15.03)
 Mayor Pro Tem
 Library Board
 IMU Board
 Others

 Compensation (15.04)
 The salary of the Mayor is $6,000 per year.
 Approximately $4,500 remaining as of October 

1, 2020



 Voting (15.05)
 Does not vote
 May vote in event of tie “not involving ordinances, resolutions, or 

appointments made by the Council alone.”



 Role of Mayor
 Presiding Officer for City Council 

meetings
 Sign or veto legislation
 Declare state of emergency or declare 

public danger
 Per State and City Code, does not have 

administrative authority or supervise 
positions



 Informal Role of Mayor



 As presiding officer at City Council 
meetings, Mayor:
 Calls meeting to order
 Calls for votes and announces results 

of vote
 Maintains order and decorum
 Enforces the City Council’s rules of 

procedure



Questions & Answers/Discussion

Direction
 Appointment
 Special Election


